Senate Appropriations Report

National Toxicology Frogram Interagency wenwer for tne Kvalua-
tion of Alternative Methods/Interagency Coordirating Committee on
the Validation of Alternative Metheds [NICEATM | ICCVAM] —The
Committee commends the NICEATM/ICCVAM for its role in the
assessment of new, revised and alternative scientifically validated
methods for the Federal Government. The Committee also com-
mends ‘the National Toxicology Program [NTP] for finalizing its
“Roadmap to Achieve the NTP Vision.”
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The Committes encourages the NICEATM/ICCVAM, W"
ship with the relevant Federal agencies to build on the Road-
map to create a 5-year plan to research, develop, translate and..
validate new and revised non-animal and other alternative assays
for integration of relevant and reliable methods into the Federal
agency testing pro, amst.c.'{‘ge gﬁommxttee o;neoumges_ t_;lt.? F‘ederal
agency offices to identify areas h.lfh ority for new
and remanimal and alternative assays for replacement,
reduction and refinement of animal tests. The Committee further
encourages relevant agencies to include the public when developing
this plan. The Committee further requests a status report during
the fiscal year 2008 bu hearings. ‘

Parkinson’s Disease—The Committee commends the NIEHS on
the work of its Collaborative Centers for Parkinson’s Disease Envi-
ronmental Research [CCPDER] Consortium Program to foster mul-
tidisciplinary research approaches to elucidate. nvironment
interactions in PD. The Committee urges the HS to work in
conjunction with other NIH Institutes and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention as necessary, to conduct an investigation
and prepare and submit a report to the Committee on the incidence
of Parkinson’s disease, including age, occupation, and geographic
population clusters, and related environmental factors relating to
the disease. The report shall be submitted by June 30, 2007.

Strotegic Plan.—The Committee commends NIEHS for preparing
a new Strategic Plan to speed its grogress in understanding how
the environment influences the development and progression of dis-
ease. The Committiee notes especially the goals of building inte-
frated environmental health research programs to address prob-
ems in human biology and human disease and of fostering the de-
velopment of partnerships between NIH, other research agencies,
academia, industry, and community orgenizations to improve
human health.

Volcanic Emissions—The Committee continues to have concerns
about the public health impacts of volcanic emissions in Hawaii.
Such emissions contribute to the exacerbation of a myriad of pre-
exisﬁx’ﬁlhealth conditions in many island residents, especially chil-
dren. The acute and long-term impact that these emissions have on
both the healthy and pre-disposed residents warrants further

‘study. The Committee strongly advises the NIH to embrace a
multi-disciplinary approach in studyins the short- and long-term
health effects of volcanic emissions, and to consider the establish-
ment of a center dedicated to such research.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON AGING

Apusropriatiunu. 2006 ........ $1,045,022,000
Budget estimate, 2007 ... 1,039,828,000
House allowance 1,039,828,000
Committee recommendation 1,048,912,000

The Committee recommendation includes $1,048,912,000 for the
National Institute on Aging [NIA]. The budget request was
$1,039,828,000 and the fiscal year 2006 _appropriation was
$1,045,912,000. The comparable amounts for the budget estimate
include funds to be transferred from the Office of AIDS Research.
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