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OCCUPATIONAL ESPOSURE TO TALC- SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENT 

Dear Dr. Jameson: 

R. T. Vanderbilt Company, Inc ("Vanderbilt") and its wholly owned subsidiary, 
Gouverneur Talc Company, Inc. appreciate this opportunity to submit additional 
comment to the National Toxicology Program (NTP) regarding the captioned 
nomination. These supplemental comments follow our submission dated June 24, 2004. 

Vanderbilt notes that in addition to addressing its upstate New York talc worker health 
studies, NTP highlighted two studies as possible evidence of the mineral talc as a human 
pulmonary carcinogen. These included a study of sanitary ware pottery workers by 
Thomas (1990) and Thomas and Stewart (1987) (Ref. 1) and a rodent inhalation bioassay 
sponsored by the NTP in 1993 (Ref. 2). 

Studies of Gouverneur Talc workers were correctly excluded from the 10 RoC review in 
regard to talc because the mineral talc makes up a minor fraction ofthe dust exposure (as 
noted in our June 24, 2004 submission). Vanderbilt further wishes to point out that NTP 
recognized that the pottery worker study also involved a highly mixed dust exposure and 
that the NTP rodent inhalation study had been critiqued as showing a non-specific 
generic response of dust overload and not the reflection of a direct activity of talc (a 
conclusion reached by other scientific reviewers) (Ref. 3). 

Coupled with other occupational and animal studies involving talc, the NTP concluded in 
the background document prepared for the 1oth RoC as follows: 

"In the light ofthese findings, the evidence from studies ofoccupational exposure to 
non-asbestos-containing talc is not sufficient to support a conclusion that this form of 
talc is carcinogenic." (at page 29). 
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Vanderbilt is not aware of any animal or occupational study ofworkers exposed to pure 
talc that supports an occupational pulmonary cancer link to talc. Studies produced since 
the 1Oth RoC (Ref. 4, 5) and noted in our earlier submission, lend no support to such a 
link. 

In light of these considerations and NTP's own earlier finding, Vanderbilt petitions the 
NTP to drop the nomination of "Occupational Exposure to Talc" from further review in 
the 12th RoC. 

Sincerely yours, 

R. T. VANDERBILT COMPANY, INC. 

i =~:::::::lnd~m& Hy~ecist
Manager, Corporate Risk Management Dept. 
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