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AWIC Provides 3Rs Information
[7 U.S.C. 2142, Sec. 13, Subsection e]

The Secretary [of Agriculture] shall establish an 
information service at the National Agricultural 
Library. Such service shall, in cooperation with the 
National Library of Medicine, provide information—
(1) pertinent to employee training;
(2) which could prevent unintended duplication of 
animal experimentation as determined by the needs of 
the research facility; and
(3) on improved methods of animal experimentation, 
including methods which could--

(A) reduce or replace animal use; and
(B) minimize pain and distress to animals, such 
as anesthetic and analgesic procedures.
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https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic
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https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/biologics-and-vaccine-

https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/biologics-and-vaccine-testing
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https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/mandatory-and-regulatory-
testing

https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/mandatory-and-regulatory-testing
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AWIC Workshops
Meeting the Information Requirements of the Animal Welfare Act: 

A Systematic Approach

• Provide a historical overview of the Animal 
Welfare Act and its information requirements.

• Define the 3Rs of alternatives.
• Become familiar with databases and other 

resources helpful in searching for alternatives.
• Design and run a search for alternatives.

https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/awic-
workshop
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https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/awic-
workshop

https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/awic-workshop
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https://awahistory.nal.usda.gov/

https://awahistory.nal.usda.gov/
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Animal Use Alternatives Thesaurus

• Enhance controlled vocabulary in the NALT* 
for the 3Rs to improve discoverability of and 
access to peer-reviewed publications on 
animal use alternatives 

*National Agricultural Library Agricultural 
Thesaurus (NALT)

https://agclass.nal.usda.gov/agt.shtml
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3Rs Indexing Project
Category Number of 

Citations
Animal use Replacement 19

Animal use Refinement 32

Animal use Reduction 20

Animal use Alternatives 38

Total Citations = 109
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Machine Indexing Accuracy
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Contacting AWIC
https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic

Tel:  (301) 504-6212 
E-mail: awic@usda.gov
Contact Us: 
https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/contact-awic

Animal Welfare Information Center
National Agricultural Library
10301 Baltimore Avenue, Room 109
Beltsville, MD 20705

https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic
mailto:awic@ars.usda.gov
https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/contact-awic
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