
Ductus deferens – Mineralization 

Figure Legend: Figure 1 Ductus Deferens - Mineralization. Arrows indicate granular to amorphous 

mineral deposits in a male B6C3F1 mouse from a chronic study. Figure 2 Ductus Deferens - 

Mineralization. Higher magnification of Figure 1. Arrows indicate granular to amorphous mineral 

deposits in a male B6C3F1 mouse from a chronic study.  

Comments: Mineralization is characterized by accumulation of basophilic, fine to coarsely granular to 

amorphous material (arrows), often without distortion of the histoarchitecture (Figure 1 and Figure 2). 

Mineralization in the ductus deferens is unusual and is likely an incidental finding not directly associated 

with chemical treatment. Two types of mineralization may occur: metastatic (calcification of normal 

tissue associated with high blood levels of calcium) or dystrophic (mineral deposits in abnormal or 

degenerating tissue not associated with increased blood levels of calcium). When systemic, metastatic 

mineralization can be present in multiple organs.  

Recommendation: Mineralization should be diagnosed and graded. If it occurs in multiple tissues as a 

systemic response, it is not necessary to separately diagnose mineralization in the ductus deferens. 

However, its presence in the ductus deferens may be mentioned in the pathology narrative.  
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