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SUMMARY 
Background: Triclosan is an antimicrobial agent that can be found in everyday 
products, including toothpaste, soaps, and fabrics. Humans are exposed to 
triclosan primarily via ingestion or absorption through the skin when using these 
products. The effects of lifetime (2-year) dermal exposure to triclosan were 
studied in male and female mice to identify potential toxicity or 
cancer‑related outcomes. 

Methods: Triclosan in ethanol was applied to the skin of groups of 48 male and 48 female mice 7 days 
per week for 2 years at doses of 1.25, 2.7, 5.8, or 12.5 milligrams (mg)/kilogram (kg) body weight/day. 
One group of control animals received ethanol only, and a second group of control animals was left 
untreated. At the end of the study, tissues from more than 40 sites from every animal were examined 
for signs of disease. 

Results: In male and female mice 
administered triclosan, noncancerous 
tissue abnormalities, such as 
inflammation and ulcers of the skin, 
were observed at the site of application. 
Incidences of liver neoplasms (which 
can include benign or malignant 
growths) were increased in male mice 
from the 5.8 and 12.5 mg/kg/day 
groups. In female mice administered 
triclosan, higher occurrences of 
pancreatic neoplasms were observed in 
the 12.5 mg/kg/day group. 

Conclusions: The NTP four-point scale rates the level of 
evidence that a substance has the ability to cause cancer in 
laboratory animals. Under the conditions of this 2-year 
dermal study, there was some evidence that triclosan has the 
ability to cause liver cancer in male mice and equivocal 
(uncertain) evidence that it has the ability to cause 
pancreatic cancer in female mice. In addition, noncancerous 
tissue abnormalities (hyperplasia, inflammation, and 
ulceration) were observed at the site of triclosan application 
in male and female mice. 

https://ntp.niehs.nih.gov/go/tr604abs




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		TR-604 Triclosan_Lay Summary_508c.pdf









		Report created by: 

		Nkoli Ukpabi, 57653@icf.com



		Organization: 

		







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



