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» Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)

» Founded in 1961 as a multilateral organization, the OECD is a consensus-based for

» The Chemicals and Biotechnology Committee oversees OECD work on chemical safety

Overview of the OECD

where its 38 member countries and other key partners collaborate to promote
economic growth, prosperity, and sustainable development and address the challeng
of a global economy.

Through its 300+ committees, working parties, expert groups, ad hoc groups, etc., the
OECD covers a wide range of key policy areas, including tax, digital transformation,
environment, energy, trade, education, and finance, among others.

and biosafety through eleven working parties, which collectively conduct research
develop guidelines on how to test chemicals for hazards to human health and the
environment. The Working Party of the National Coordinators of Test Guidelines
Program (WNT) is one of these eleven.



» Working Party of the National Coordinators of Test Guidelines Progr

» The WNT, through its National Coordinator structure consisting of member governm
acceptance of data (MAD) adhering countries, and the European Commission, work
and approve test guidelines, guidance, and related documents through consensus.

» Mutual Acceptance of Data (MAD)

» MAD requires OECD governments to accept non-clinical environment and health safety
developed for regulatory purposes in another country if these data were generated in ac
with the OECD Test Guidelines Program and Good Laboratory Practice (GLP) principles.

» This “test once, accept everywhere” approach is also accepted in non-OECD member coun
adhere to MAD.

» MAD increases the efficiency and effectiveness of chemical notification and registrati
by ensuring high-quality test data and a common basis of information for assessin
health and the environment.

» https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/sub-issues/testing-of-chemicals/test-guideli
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April 2026 OECD WNT-38 Summ

Approved seven new test guidelines.
Updated or revised five existing test guidelines.
Approved corrections for ten test guidelines.

Approved two new guidance documents, one U.S.-led detailed review paper on
respiratory sensitization, and a number of other documents, including 14
validation and peer review reports.

Reviewed twelve new project proposals based on the WNT’s Standard Proposal
Submission Form (SPSF) and approved ten for placement on the WNT Workplan,
including the U.S./ICAPO proposal to develop a new test guideline on in vitro
reconstructed human respiratory epithelium (RHRE) test method for identifying
respiratory tissue irritation.

The United States, through the technical, scientific, and financial contributions
of many federal agencies and departments, actively participates in a number of
the working groups, expert groups, and ad hoc groups that support the work o
the WNT.



w“WNT-38 New Test Guidelines Approve

Test guideline on the dustiness determination of materials containing nano-obj
and their aggregates and agglomerates

Test guideline for the determination of effects on earthworms (Oligochaeta, Ann
in field studies

Test guideline on bumble bee (Bombus spp.) chronic oral toxicity test (10-day
feeding)

Test guideline on determination of the solubility and dissolution rate of nhanomaterials
for environmental fate assessment

Test guideline on the determination of Cytochrome P450 (CYP) induction using
differentiated human hepatic cells

Test guideline on the ToxTracker assay for genotoxic hazard and genotoxic/non-
genotoxic mechanisms of action

Test guideline on the Glucocorticoid Receptor Transactivation Assay



WNT-38 Test Guidelines Updated

» Updated Test Guideline 201 Freshwater Alga and Cyanobacteria, Growth
Inhibition Test

» Updated Test Guideline 442D with 2 new methods:
» Epi2SensA (Appendix 1C)
» da-Sens (Appendix 1D)

» Updated Test Guideline 429 on the local lymph node assay (LNCC inclusion)

» Updated Test Guideline 497 for inclusion of a regression model for derivation
of a quantitative point of departure

Updated Test Guideline 498- Keraskin™ Phototoxicity assay




WWNT-38 Other Documents Approved

» Corrections for ten test guidelines

» New guidance document on toxicokinetics to accommodate testing of
nanoparticles

» New guidance document for in vitro testing of the intestinal fate of orally
ingested nanomaterials

» New detailed review paper on respiratory sensitization

» Updated Guidance Document 151 Supporting the Implementation of Test
Guideline 443 and Guidance Document 43

+14 validation reports and peer review reports




New Project Proposals Accepted for WNT Wor

. New_ TG on Semi-Field Study ]_)1_951g11 to Investigate Potential Impacts of Crop Protection Products on cavity- GER/CH Included
nesting solitary bees (Megachilidae)
3 New GD on biodegradation testing of_difficult-to-test substances EC Included
4 New TG Bioaccumulation of Nanomaterials in Hyalella azteca: Aqueous and dietary exposure (nanoHYBIT) GER T
Revision of OECD GD 280 (2018): ‘Guidance Document on the Determination of in vitro intrinsic clearance Included
5 using cryopreserved hepatocytes (RT-HEP) or liver Sg subcellular fractions (RT-S9) from rainbow trout and UK
extrapolation to in vivo intrinsic clearance’
Revised TG 402B: EpiOcular time-to-toxicity test method for hazard identification and labelling of eve SK Included
irritating chemicals
. . . . ... Included
Reporting Guidance for Biotransformation Systems: Addition to GIVIMP UK/CZ/SE
New TG on In vitro reconstructed human respiratory epithelium (RHRE) test method for identifving US/ICAPO Included
respiratory tissue irritation
. .. . Included
DRP on in vitro renal cytotoxicity assays for future creation of new TG JP
New TG Zebrafish Embryo Developmental Neurotoxicity Screening Test (ZEDNT) KO Included
. .. . Included
New TG on a Human Mineralocorticoid Receptor Transactivation Assay: MRTA FR/GER




WNT Programmatic Updates

» There is continued progress on Guidance Document 34, which the WNT formally approve
to modernize the processes to validate and develop test guidelines to keep pace with em
and technologies that provide alternatives to animal testing for chemical safety. Led by th
and USA.

» The SPSF template will be revised by adding a new section 9 on biological materials.

» In order to more easily update and reference SOPs in test guidelines, the WNT indicated its pr
for having detailed SOPs in a separate document from test guidelines.

» The WNT’s Work Plan was reviewed, projects coming to fruition in 2026-27 were identified, and
agreement was reached to support efforts to increase the visibility of test guidelines and supp
information.

Supported engagement with Biological Resource Centers (BRCs) to have a dialogue on t
OECD Test Guidelines Program, needs, including to update the Material Transfer Agre
clear guidance for method developers and users in their interactions with BRCs.




WNT Approved New Approach Methods Releva

>
>

Approved for Publication

» New test guideline on the determination of Cytochrome P450 (CYP) induction using differentiated

Revised Test Guideline 492B: EpiOcular time-to-toxicity test method for hazard identifica
eye irritating chemicals

Reporting Guidance for Biotransformation Systems: Addition to GIVIMP

New test guideline on In vitro reconstructed human respiratory epithelium (RHRE) test meth
respiratory tissue irritation

Detailed review paper on in vitro renal cytotoxicity assays for future creation of a new test gui
New test guideline for the Zebrafish Embryo Developmental Neurotoxicity Screening Test (ZEDN
New test guideline on a Human Mineralcorticoid Receptor Transactivation Assay: MRTA

hepatic cells

New test guideline on the ToxTracker assay for genotoxic hazard and genotoxic/non-genotoxi
action

New test guideline on the Glucocorticoid Receptor Transactivation assay
New guidance document for in vitro testing of the intestinal fate of orally ingested n
New detailed review paper on respiratory sensitization



Upcoming Relevant Dates

Formation of new expert groups and ad hoc groups to support the new
projects (SPSFs) added to the workplan is currently underway.

Publication of all WNT-38 approved documents is expected by late August;
several of the new test guidelines were posted earlier this month.

New U.S. project proposals will be due to the OECD via the U.S. National
Coordinator in mid-November.

WNT-39: April 20-23, 2027

Karissa Kovner

Kovner.Karissa@EPA.gov



	OUTCOMES  OECD WNT-38 ��April 2026�Paris
	Overview of the OECD
	Overview of the OECD WNT
	April 2026 OECD WNT-38 Summary
	WNT-38 New Test Guidelines Approved
	WNT-38 Test Guidelines Updated
	WNT-38 Other Documents Approved
	�New Project Proposals Accepted for WNT Workplan  
	Revised Review Process for In Silico Models
	WNT Programmatic Updates 
	 WNT Approved New Approach Methods Relevant Documents 
	Upcoming Relevant Dates




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		8_Kovner_ICCVAMforum_2026_508.pdf









		Report created by: 

		Catherine Zettel Nalen



		Organization: 

		GDIT







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



