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Oviduct – Necrosis 

Figure Legend:  Figure 1 Oviduct - Necrosis in a female Harlan Sprague-Dawley rat from a chronic 

study. There is sloughing of necrotic epithelial cells into the lumen of the oviduct. Figure 2 Oviduct - 

Necrosis in a female Harlan Sprague-Dawley rat from a chronic study (higher magnification of Figure 

1). There is sloughing of necrotic epithelial cells into the lumen of the oviduct. 

Comment:  Oviduct necrosis is rarely seen in rodent studies. It may be a result of an associated 

inflammatory change in the adjacent ovary or uterus. Oviduct necrosis is characterized by 

hypereosinophilic, dissociated, fragmented, and sloughed epithelial cells (Figure 1 and Figure 2). Nuclei 

are pyknotic and karyorrhectic. It is usually accompanied by an inflammatory infiltrate. 

Recommendation:  Oviduct - Necrosis should be diagnosed and graded whenever present. 

Secondary lesions such as inflammation or hemorrhage should not be diagnosed unless warranted by 

severity. If the necrosis is secondary to another lesion, such as inflammation, it should not be 

diagnosed unless warranted by severity. 
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