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Uterus, Cervix – Cyst, Squamous 

Figure Legend:  Figure 1 Uterus, Cervix - Cyst, Squamous in a female F344/N rat from a chronic 

study. There is a cyst lined by squamous epithelium adjacent to the uterine cervix. Figure 2 Uterus, 

Cervix - Cyst, Squamous in a female F344/N rat from a chronic study (higher magnification of Figure 1). 

Squamous epithelium lines the cyst, and keratin is evident in the lumen of the cyst. 

Comment:  Squamous epithelial cysts (Figure 1 and Figure 2) are occasionally seen in the cervix and 

less frequently in the vagina of rats. They resemble epidermal cysts seen in the skin and have a wall of 

stratified squamous epithelium, and they may have a central lumen of keratin and variable numbers of 

inflammatory cells. These cysts are sometimes bilateral. These cysts must be distinguished from focal 

necrosis or abscess, neither of which would be lined by epithelium. They may arise from vestigial 

structures. Squamous cysts must be differentiated from squamous metaplasia of the uterus, which is 

observed within the body away from the cervix or in the horns of the uterus. 

Recommendation:  Squamous cysts occurring in the cervix should be diagnosed as Uterus, Cervix – 

Cyst, Squamous (in NTP studies, the cervix is classified as a subsite of the uterus). Cysts need not be 

graded unless grading would help characterize a treatment effect. Inflammatory changes secondary to 

the cyst should not be diagnosed separately unless warranted by severity. 
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