
Liver – Amyloid

Figure Legend:  Figure 1 Amyloid (arrows) in a male Swiss-Webster mouse from a chronic 

study. Figure 2 Amyloid in a male Swiss-Webster mouse from a chronic study (higher 

magnification of Figure 1). 

Comment:  Amyloid (Figure 1, arrows) occurs as a result of cells not being able to eliminate 

insoluble misfolded protein. It can be associated with overproduction of acute-phase protein in 

chronic inflammation. Amyloid deposition is rare in rats but is a common age-related change in 

some mouse strains that presumably have a genetic predisposition. Amyloid in the liver is 

considered secondary amyloidosis and is seen within sinusoids and blood vessel walls. 

Histochemical (e.g., Congo red) and immunohistochemical stains are useful for definitive 

diagnosis.  

Recommendation:  Amyloid should be diagnosed and given a severity grade whenever 

present. 
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