
Urinary bladder – Infiltration cellular, lymphocyte 

Figure Legend:  Figure 1 Infiltration cellular, lymphocyte-focal lymphoid aggregate underlying 

the urothelium in a female B6C3F1 mouse from a chronic study. Figure 2 Infiltration cellular, 

lymphocyte-focal lymphoid aggregates underlying the urothelium in a female B6C3F1 mouse 

from a chronic study. 

Comment:  Infiltration cellular, lymphocyte usually involves a focal to multifocal, well-defined, 

suburothelial infiltration of predominantly lymphocytes (Figures 1 and 2). Infiltrates can also be 

seen around vessels. Most cellular infiltrates tend to be spontaneous, in an otherwise normal 

bladder, and with little or no pathologic significance. 

Recommendation:  Since smaller infiltrates are common in rodent bladders, it is not 

uncommon for pathologists to have a diagnostic threshold for diagnosing these infiltrates. It is 

the responsibility of the pathologist to determine the threshold and to consistently maintain that 

threshold throughout the study. When diagnosed, lymphoid infiltrates should be given a severity 

score. 
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